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Section 12. Stipulates how and when the Census shall be taken. Census 
date for enumeration of population changed from April 15 to January 1. 
See also Section 20. 

Section 23. A new paragraph has been inserted, the purpose of which is to 
eliminate, as far as possible, the "boosting" tactics employed in many cities 
and towns during the taking of the last decennial Census. 

The bill passed the House July 3, 1918. The matter now rests with 
the Senate Committee on the Census. A further note will be submitted 
on the course of the bill in the Senate( 

E. W. Kopf. 

American Public Health Association Committee on Relation of 1920 
Census to Vital Statistics, New York City. 



Skandinavisk Aktuarietidsskrift. 1918, No. 1-2. Stockholm. 

About the year 1903 there appeared a remarkable little journal, entitled 
"Aktuaren" (The Actuary), published by Scandinavian actuaries. The 
number contained a series of brilliant articles, showing how advanced the 
Scandinavian actuaries were in their profession. However, the promising 
beginning resulted only in a single number. The political differences be- 
tween Norway and Sweden which terminated the personal union between 
the two countries killed the attempt to produce a common organ for the 
actuaries of three sister nations. 

In 1914 the Swedish Actuarial Union launched a new journal, entitled 
"Svenska Akturarieforeningen Tidsskrift." It is this journal which now 
has become the common organ under the above name, for all the actuaries 
and statisticians of the three countries. It would, however, be erroneous 
to regard it as an exclusive Scandinavian journal. In fact, it is truly cos- 
mopolitan and international in character and scope. The present number 
contains articles in French, English, Danish and in German, the latter 
article in German being contributed by the eminent Russian statistician, 
Bortkiewicz. Other articles in English by the Danish actuary, Dr. Stef- 
fensen, and the eminent young Swedish statistician, Dr. Wicksell, show how 
rapidly the Scandinavians are out-distancing their colleagues in other 
countries in researches on modern mathematical statistics. There is no 
doubt that the labors of the ultra mathematical statistical school of Scandi- 
navia, under the able leadership of such eminent scholars as Charlier, 
Wicksell and Jorgensen, have surpassed even the English biometricians in 
«legance and general application of their methods. It is, however, doubtful 
if many of our American statisticians and economists would benefit much 
by the Scandinavian researches, because such researches require an exten- 
sive training in higher mathematical analysis, which, unfortunately, our 
actuaries and statisticians as a rule do not possess. It is a significant fact 
that the University of Lund has established a professorship in Mathematical 
Statistics. While we have had plenty of chairs of statistics in our univer- 
sities this is probably the first instance of a department that devotes its 
time exclusively to mathematical statistics. The present occupant of the 
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chair is Dr. Wicksell and we doubt whether the Swedish government could 
have made a better choice than that in giving the professorship to this bril- 
liant young scholar whose recent researches on the theory of probability 
rank among the foremost of the present time. 

A. F. 



Is War Diminishing? By F. A. Woods and A. Baltzley. Boston: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Co., 1915. 

The present deluge of war books, relating directly to the war or social 
questions growing out of the war makes it rather difficult to criticize or 
review incisively any one specific work. It will be interesting to see how 
many of the present war books will survive when once the minds of men 
settle down to normal conditions. Evidently the vast majority of the 
present books on the war will soon be forgotten and only a few will remain. 
To the present reviewer one of the most interesting war books is a little 
brochure written by a Chinese scholar. This deep thinker of the Orient 
points out the futile attempt of many writers to place the blame for the 
war on certain political parties. The Occidental mind is of a too prospec- 
tive turn, always looking to the future, and neglects often to compare 
present conditions with the past. As the Chinese scholar points out, it is 
of greater importance to compare our own conduct with that of our fore- 
fathers than to speculate on what the coming generations will think of us. 
The white race certainly has no reason to feel superior or proud in com- 
parison with the yellow race when it has reared such a monster as the 
German Empire. To the Chinese scholar the whole question of the war 
is that of sex, this term being taken in its most general sense. He divides 
the peoples into "he" and "she" nations. Germany is an essentially 
feminine nation according to the opinion of this wise Oriental, who evi- 
dently has looked deeper below the surface of the different nations of 
Europe than any other writer of modern times. England and France, on 
the other hand, he regards as nations with typically masculine traits. 

After reading the very stimulating book by the Chinese scholar, the 
reviewer began to see in a new light some of the interesting ideas in the 
book by Dr. Woods. Dr. Woods has not tried to write a brief for any one 
of the various participants in the present war. He has followed a purely 
retrospective course and limited his research to the concrete and narrow 
question : "Is War Diminishing?" This severe limitation of his theme does 
not allow any room for the vague generalities indulged in by various 
pacifists and peace advocates. His very pertinent remarks on the utter- 
ances of such apparently great authorities as Ex-President Taft, Dr. Butler 
of Columbia University, Professor Thorndyke and Dr. Mitchell will warm 
the heart of every true scientist. Unfortunately vague generalities and 
mere verbalism have too often been indulged in by many of our leading 
citizens. In the past attractive presentation and cheap oratorical phrases 
have been preferred by the public to the less ornamental language of the 
scientist. The white man, and especially the German, has in the past 



